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// abstract:

This treaty gives the Netherlands and Flanders a shared competence for the nautical management of the Scheldt area with a view to a 
safe and efficient control of shipping traffic. The scope of the Common Nautical Management (GNB) is defined. A Permanent Committee 
of Supervision on Scheldt Navigation is established, constituting the highest organ within the organisation of the GNB. Moreover, a 
common nautical authority is established, that is responsible for the daily nautical service. On the basis of a chain approach, they 
aim for an optimal cooperation between the Permanent Committee, the Common Nautical Authority (Gemeenschappelijke Nautische 
Autoriteit), the vessel traffic services, the port authorities of Antwerp, Ghent, Terneuzen and Vlissingen, the pilotage service and 
the other nautical services. Moreover, the judicial protection, the liability and the criminal penalties are discussed. The convention 
also stipulates the regulation regarding the relationship between the nautical management and the other policy domains (such as 
environmental management and spatial planning). Finally, the provisions on dispute resolution are discussed. 
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