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// abstract:

The objective of this convention is to protect the underwater cultural heritage. This heritage is defined as all traces of human existence

having a cultural, historical or archaeological character which have been partially or totally under water, periodically or continiously,

for at least 100 years. The convention stipulates the core principles for the protection of the underwater cultural heritage, offers a

framework for the cooperation between states and provides practical rules for the treatment and the research of this heritage. The

main principles of this convention are:

e An obligation for the Contracting Parties to protect their underwater cultural heritage, and to take measures in this context;

e (In situ) conservation of underwater cultural heritage;

e The ban on underwater cultural heritage being commercially exploited for trade or speculation;

e The importance of cooperation and information exchange between states, inter alia with regard to education and awareness
regarding underwater cultural heritage.



